
MAGNER DEVELOPMENT LIMITED is the
first building firm in Ireland to achieve
SEI certified ‘A’ building energy rating
houses.  The Cork based firm passed this
milestone in September 2007 and have
gone on to construct over 20 ‘A’ rated
houses since.  Magner Development
Limited have also been short-listed for
the inaugural national Green Awards in
the Green Residential Building category.

‘A’ is the highest (best) building energy rating
that a house can achieve.  Compared to a
house built to existing building regulations, an
A-rated house is 20-30% more energy
efficient or as much as 60% more energy
efficient than house built up to June 2008.  

The basic principles to low energy housing
are; high levels of insulation, air-tight
construction with heat recover y and
renewable energy supply.  There are many
innovations necessary to achieve this coveted
standard but to put it in simple terms, an A-
rated house is a well-built house.  

A typical Magner Development Limited ‘A’
rated house benefits from hot water and
space heating provided by a combination of
a high efficiency condensing LPG boiler and

a roof-mounted
solar thermal
system by
CareyGlass Solar.

The solar thermal
system on each ‘A-
rated’ house comes
commissioned and
is maintenance free
there is no need to
‘fiddle’ with it.  It provides 60 – 70% of your
hot water needs and since the energy
required for the system is free (the sun), you
can leave it run 24 hours a day 365 days of
the year.  

Each home owner can expect the majority of
their hot water requirements between March
and October.

tracking the sun
For houses that are orientated east / west,
CareyGlass Solar recommended an ‘east-
west’ system, whereby there are panels on
both the east and west elevation, tracking
the sun throughout the day.  Therefore
houses that do not have a south orientation
can benefit from solar just as much as those
that do.

CAREY GLASS
SOLAR IS KEY
PART OF CORK
BASED MAGNER
DEVELOPMENTS
‘A’ RATED
SUCCESS
STORY

Rowan Gillespie is arguably Ireland’s
most internationally successful
sculptor.  His work is bought by

collectors all around the world.  His
domestic commissions, from the Blackrock
Dolmen to the Cashel Dancers, from Joyce
and Yeats, to Famine on Dublin Quay, have
been seen by millions. Yet surprisingly
Gillespie still has a relatively low profile
in Irish life.

Rowan Gillespie's house in South Dublin has a
3.3kWp grid connected photovoltaic (PV) system
by CareyGlass Solar that is producing free and
clean energy cost effectively. This PV system
is generating 3,267 kW/h per annum. Rowan
has a system that generates electricity 'on-
site' (micro -generation) and is completely
maintenance free. It requires zero fuel, produces
zero emissions and generates no waste.

With the incorporation of an ESB Smart Meter,
a household can optimise the use of electricity
generated by the PV array: any excess energy
produced will be exported to the grid, to be
offset by energy imported from the grid during
hours of reduced daylight.  

Rowan goes State of the Art
Renowned sculptor’s home uses Carey Solar PV Energy System

The south Dublin house of sculptor Rowan Gillespie (left) which
benefits from CareyGlass Solar’s grid connected photovoltaic system.
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